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Damon Hills is an Associate Director of Finnis Architect, a small practice of ten to twelve staff 
which has a particular focus on residential architecture, whether that is commercial multi-
residential projects, bespoke individual homes or social housing projects. Damon studied 
Interior Design and Architecture at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, which included 
an exchange to SCIARC in Los Angeles. While in the USA he completed a two month internship 
at Landon Bone Baker in Chicago, a large firm at the forefront of social and low income 
housing. Following graduation, Damon combined his expertise in both architecture and interior 
design, enabling start-to-finish involvement from concept design to town planning through to 
documentation, administration and fit-out. 

YWCA RICHMOND HOUSE 
Melbourne, Australia

YWCA Victoria is an organisation involved in improving 
the lives of women by ending inequality. They do this 
through the provision of exceptional services delivered 
through three priority areas – community strengthening, 
mentoring and housing. Richmond House opened in 
nineteen seventy three and was originally conceived to 
ensure the continuity of the YWCA’s traditional function 
of providing accommodation for young women who had 
to live away from home. Over the years, Richmond House 
has come to be home to a wide ranging population of 
women such as low-income workers, older and disabled 
women, and women from culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds. In two thousand and ten, the 
YWCA received $6.3 million from the Victorian State 
Government to undertake major redevelopment and 
improvement works at Richmond House. The building 
was completely refurbished, including an essential 
services upgrade of all utilities as well as the inclusion of 
six disability-compliant rooms, and individual ensuites 
in each of the sixty nine rooms. The development has 
exceeded the targets for environmentally sustainable 
design requirements, with 9.9% of the total budget spent 
on these initiatives, including a geothermal hot water 
booster, sunscreens on external windows and energy 
efficient fittings and fixtures.


